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PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS
Dear Parents & Guardians
Welcome back to another school year. A particular welcome to all of our new parents/guardians who have
joined the Loreto College Foxrock community this year.
This year’s results were outstanding with 4 of the class of 2018 achieving 600+ points, 3 of whom achieved 625.
We are especially proud of some of our SEN students who despite great challenges, they all passed their LC
exam. Junior Cert results were equally commendable with four students achieving 10 As. A large cohort of
students achieved a number of As across many subjects. Equally we are proud of the achievements of all our
students who strived to do their best and achieved great results. Congratulations to the teachers of both Leaving Cert & Junior Cert this year. Much hard work and dedication and collaborative work with students and
parents/guardians led to this success.
Some of our very successful Leaving Certificate 2018 students are currently being honoured in awards ceremonies across the various colleges in Dublin. STEM is particularly well represented at college this year with 6 past
pupils studying 1st year Engineering in UCD alone.

I wish to thank all members of the school community who continue to support the great work being done in the
school.
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I wish to thank our teaching staff who have engaged with new Junior Cycle and all the challenges it has brought.
A new area of learning has been introduced in the timetable this year for First Year Students called ‘Wellbeing’.
Our wellbeing modules include: computer skills, nutrition, guidance, drama and personal development. These
modules are all part of new Junior Cycle, bringing a broader curriculum to students to enhance their skills and
learning.
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First year students have been sampling option subjects and are now on the second round of options. I look
forward to meeting our First year parents/guardians on Monday, 3rd December at 7:30 pm at which we will
discuss choosing subjects for Junior Cycle.

2018

Sports are all up and running successfully in the school. Many new initiatives have been introduced this year.
Open sports are now available at lunchtime to any students who would like to participate.

450+

Study skills has been highlighted this year through a multi-disciplinary approach. Tutors, the Guidance team
and AEN team have led this in the school. Subject teachers have also focussed on study skills within each subject area. Christmas exams will be upon us soon and students are currently very focussed on their work.

500+

The many themed weeks that have occurred since the start of the year have strengthened the learning in the
school. They create a rich and diverse learning environment in Loreto College. Many thanks to those involved in
Readers’ and Writers’ week, Maths week and Stand Up for Diversity week, to name but a few.

550+

Special mention goes to our anti-bullying ambassadors. This group of students has trained and has volunteered
to make Loreto College Foxrock a better school. They do tremendous work in promoting a positive atmosphere
in the school and in assisting our younger students to more positively cope with relational difficulties that may
occur.

600+

I would encourage you to look at the full extra -curricular programme that is available to students in school. The
volume & range of activities is very wide. Students who participate in other activities in school are more connected and more engaged. Please encourage your daughters to become involved as much as possible.

RESULTS 2018

LC
2018

Our Parent School Association has already formed and met this year. They do tremendous work in building a
sense of community in our school. Thank you to those parents who have stayed on for another year and welcome to our new parents this year.

READERS’ AND WRITERS’ WEEK
This year’s Readers’ & Writers’ week got off to an ‘explosive’ start with the fabulous Dave Rudden. First & Second Years were treated to an exciting and fun-filled talk about Dave and his fantasy trilogy ‘Knights of the Borrowed Dark’. Following this, Dave entertained the 6th Years with a practical walk through LC English Paper One. In his inimitable fashion, Dave’s humour and wit kept both
groups entertained throughout. Books were signed for the girls at the end of his talk. Monday afternoon was the turn of the 5th
Years and we were delighted to welcome author/journalist Martina Devlin. Her latest book ‘Truth & Dare: Women Who Shaped
Ireland’ contains fictionalised accounts of the lives of notable Irish women in history. Martina gave us some insight into the magnificent efforts of these women, often against adversity and always breaking new ground for future generations. Denise Deegan, in a
return visit, facilitated two ‘Creative Writing’ workshops with 5th Years, with practical exercises as part of the process. The girls got
a lot of useful tips for their own writing as they embark on their LC programme.
Our ‘One School, One Book’ this year was ‘A Dangerous Crossing’ by Jane Mitchell. It charts the journey of Ghalib and his family as
they flee the war in their beloved Syria. Jane visited our school on Wednesday 24th Oct and 2nd Years, who are currently reading
‘Chalkline’ were an ideal audience. Jane encouraged them to speak about themselves and their own lives before they explored the
various real time problems experienced by Ghalib and other refugees as they left their war torn homes. The queue formed at the
end for book signing which Jane generously did for a considerable amount of time following her talk. First Years have been reading
for the MS ReadaThon since 12th October and on the Thursday morning they met Mary, Mark and Grogan (MS Society). The girls
showed a lively interest in MS and in Mark’s personal story, and asked many interesting questions. At the end, the girls said hello to
‘Grogan’, Mark’s guide dog. Despite a delayed start, 3rd Years hugely enjoyed their afternoon in the company of Colm Keegan.
While waiting for Colm to arrive, the 5th Year Library Council members stepped in and ran an impromptu quiz. Thanks very much to
5th Years – it was great fun. Thanks also to Colm Keegan who enthralled his audience from the start. With a lot of laughter along the
way, Colm demystified the art of writing poetry and everyone had written her own poem before the session ended. We had Spelling
Bees, a ‘Murder Mystery Whodunit’ for 6th Years and submissions into our ‘Book of Kells Creative Art and Writing competitions’.
The highlight of the week for many was our ‘Fiction Friday Fancy Dress’ – a light-hearted lead in to the mid-term break. A big THANK
YOU to all Library Council members who worked so hard to make the week such a success.
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READER’S AND WRITER’S WEEK STUDENT FEEDBACK
I thought the fancy dress day was a
great day to end off Readers’ and
writers’ Week. Everyone had a fun
time and I thought it was a good
way to reflect on the books we read.
I think the First Years must have
enjoyed it, considering it was their
first dress-up day in Loreto Foxrock, and it will hopefully be a day
they will never forget. It was a very
fun experience! Our class even
came 2nd in the dress up competition! We based it on the book
‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. I had such
a good time. Thank you. Caitlin Ibi
(2nd Yr)

The Second Years had the opportunity of
attending a speech by Dave Rudden, the
author of the trilogy ‘Knights of the Borrowed Dark’. During his speech he explained what the trilogy was about, how
his author picture didn’t match his personality and how he had enjoyed writing
the books. Paige Rose (2nd Yr)
It was a very successful event that we on
the Library Council had great fun organising. From having amazing guest writers
visiting us, like Dave Rudden, to poets like
Colm Keegan, there was something for all.
We all learned a lot through the experience, and we can’t wait for next year!
Finola Doyle (3rd Yr).

READERS’ & WRITERS’ WEEK STUDENT FEEDBACK
This is a chance to experience authors and poets that you don’t know or to meet
your favourite writers. It gives you a good insight into what it’s like to be a writer.
Annie Gu (3rd Yr)
It was amazing. We got to meet different authors and poets. My favourite was Colm
Keegan, a poet. We all learned a lot from him, like what to write about and how to
structure your poem. I can’t wait until next year. Gemma Coffey (3rd Yr)
It was funny, interesting and exciting. From talks with the hilarious Dave Rudden to
the insightful Jane Mitchell to exciting competitions such as the spelling bee or the
Book of Kells Art competition. Overall everyone really enjoyed the week. Kate Stanway & Tara O’Keeffe (2nd Yr)
It was a huge success and really taught all students (and teachers) something new.
From extremely talented speakers to dressing up on Friday, it was a week that we all
enjoyed. Emma Doran (3rd Yr)
For Readers’ & Writers’ Week, I helped out with preparing the library. The
WellRead team and I made posters and created displays on noticeboards for all the
writers coming into the school. We also helped out with the 6th Year ‘Cluedo’ style
game. I had great fun during the week. Ella Martin (3rd Yr)
Another Readers’ & Writers’ Week has come to an end – which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. In particular, our Fancy Dress competition and our Great Book BakeOff were a huge success. Ruth Sampson (3rd Yr)
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STUDENT COUNCIL
The Student Council started off the
year with the elections for the first
year representatives. After this
we’ve had weekly meetings to establish our short and long term goals.
We’ve gathered ideas from the student body as to what they’d like
changed or improved. A few examples of our short term goals are;
bathroom maintenance, keeping our
noticeboard up to date and providing the lost and found service.

Our main long term goal is the organisation of ‘Multicultural Week’
which will celebrate the diversity of
our school and enrich our
knowledge of other cultures. This
will take place in the new year and
we are currently organising the
different events that will take place
that week. - Margot Moore

We’ve gathered ideas from the student body as to what they’d like
changed or improved.

STUDENT COUNCIL TRAINING
On the 17th of October, six representatives from the Loreto Foxrock
Student Council attended the Loreto Network Student Council
Training day in the Clayton hotel which was organized by Ms Giblin,
Ms Clarke and Ms O’Toole. Our student council representatives that
attended were Margot Moore, Ruth Heenan, Rachel Sampson, Sarah
Farrell, Sophie Hallam and Issy McBride. Our student council liaison teacher Ms Corcoran also attended.
The day began with a morning reflection led by Rachel, Sophie and
Sr. Cathleen. Ms Giblin then spoke to us about the role of the student council which was followed by refreshments and biscuits for
break. Skerries Community College then did a presentation on the
Jigsaw Peer Mentoring Program where we learned about mental
health and the amazing work Jigsaw do. We were then given time to
have a meeting in action with our fellow representatives where we
discussed our long term and short term goals for the year.
We also had an opportunity to get ideas and inspiration from other
student councils. The Clayton hotel then treated us to Pizza and
chips for lunch where we had an opportunity to talk with other
schools and learn about the events they are organizing this year.
After lunch Loreto Navan held a presentation on the work their
student council do and their amazing student council notice boards.
We then had more time to plan our goals for the year and the day
ended with a quote from Gandhi “ be the change you want to be in
the world”. We would like to thank all the organizers of the event it
was an amazing experience and we learned so much. - Margot
Moore
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Whole School Mass in Foxrock Church

EMBER TEAM
This year’s Ember Team members are fifth years: Nicole Tracey, Emma McLean, Amy Davis, Sarah Farrell, Aoife Taylor, Julie Grimes and Inez Gadula. We are the faith leaders in
the school and have a variety of responsibilities such as leading the school in marking religious occasions, organising activities in the school to promote kindness and other important
values and being available if any students in our school community need our help.
We started the school year off by going on a three day Ember training trip to Ovoca Manor
in Wicklow. The purpose of this trip was to develop our leadership skills and help us bond
as a team. We learned that to be a good leader you have to be supportive, energise the
group, set a good example and most importantly, listen to the needs and suggestions of
others. The trip was a lot of fun and we spent the three days doing team building games and
other activities. We also ended the day by reflecting on what we learned and how we can
improve as a team.
Once we returned to the school we started planning our first activity: The week of Good
Deeds. We printed out pieces of paper with a variety of suggestions of good deeds that the
students could do. We then attached a piece of paper with a good deed written on it to every
student’s locker. We left an empty container near the entrance of the school and when a
student completed their good deed they would drop the piece of paper into the container.
Our aim was to create a domino effect of good deeds and hopefully help students realise
how easy it is to bring a bit of joy to someone else’s life.
Another project that we have going on is the tree of gratitude. We have created a decorative
tree and we gave everyone in the school a paper leaf and asked them to write up something
that they’re grateful for. Then we stuck the leaves up on the tree and filled it up. “It is not
happy people who are thankful; it is thankful people who are happy”. We tried to encourage
the school community to appreciate what they have and many of the responses were truly
heart-warming.
We look forward to future projects and we are currently planning something with the student council. If you see us around the school and want to talk to us about something don’t
hesitate to ask and we will do our best to help you.
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The Belleflowers

MUSIC
The third year band, The Belleflowers, have recently recorded their first original song. They entered the Foras na
Gaeilge competition Beo and were accepted as one of eight
groups in the live final. The final took place on the 1st of
November in Killarney, Co.Kerry and was shown on TG4.
You can support their amazing achievement by watching
their video “Den Mhuir” on YouTube and by following their
Instagram “the.belleflowers” .— Lucy Mahon

CBC Monkstown & Loreto Foxrock Halloween Concert
Congratulations to all 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th year musicians who took part at the CBC and Loreto Foxrock Halloween Concert on Thursday 25th October 2018. The night featured a wide array of musical talent from both schools.
Many thanks to the soloists and group performers who took
to the stage on the night. - Ms. Cashman
6

EVENING STUDY
Evening study is well
underway since commencing mid September. Students are supervised in a warm, bright
environment from 4.30
-7.30 Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday.

On Wednesday study
runs from 2pm-5pm
and there is a 2 hours
study on offer on Fridays from 4.30-6.30.

“7 weeks of working in teams, designing, redesigning and producing
unique outfits”

TY FASHION
TY students have been busy creating outfits as part of their
Junk Couture module. Seven weeks of working in teams, designing, redesigning and producing unique outfits made
from recyclable materials.
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VISITING FRENCH TEACHER
Cathy Kieffer, a secondary school teacher from Alsace, in
France, spent two weeks in October in our school familiarizing herself with the Irish educational system. Her programme included an opportunity to visit classes covering
all the subject areas on offer in Loreto. She also partook in a
variety of extra-curriculum activities, including a day trip to
Ferrycarrig and an outing to see Macbeth. As she is an English teacher in France, the highlight of the week for her was
participating in the rich and varied programme of our
Readers’ and Writers’ Week. The French department were
delighted to welcome Cathy and invited her to participate in
all French classes. Cathy spoke to the students about her
school, the French educational system and gave an excellent presentation on the history and culture of Alsace Lorraine. She also shared her mother-in-law's recipes with
them including a recipe for Quiche Lorraine and Christmas
bredele (biscuits). In Cathy’s own words ‘This opportunity
was a very enriching experience and I was particularly impressed with the large choice of subjects available in Loreto.
a lot to reflect on going back to France.

8

6th Year Art Students at The Royal Hospital Kilmainham

ART NEWS
Four students were awarded certificates of commendation in the 64th
Texaco Children's Art Competition. Congratulations and well done to
all. The students were; Ciara Daly from Fifth year and Aoibhin Brennan, Sadhbh Duffy, and Ava Murphy from Third year.
Inez Gadula in fifth year has been chosen as one of ten young people
aged between 16 and 25 to take part in a project organised by the Grainstore, dlr's youth arts facility and Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown County
Council's Arts Office.
It is called 'Art of Choice'. Inez will join arts educator and visual arts
creative, Cleo Fagan to choose and purchase a new artwork for the Dún
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council's County Art Collection. Over six
days on consecutive weekends from October to December, the group
will come together to talk with artist and curators, visit professional
artists' studios and exhibitions, and make a decision together to purchase work that they have seen.
Inez made her written application and received news that she had been
selected last week. This will be a wonderful opportunity for her. We
congratulate her and wish her well.
Also the sixth year art class visited the Monir Shahroudy Farmanfarmaian exhibition in the Museum of Modern Art in the Royal Hospital Kilmainham on Friday Oct 12th. They really enjoyed it.
They also enjoyed learning about the history of the building and dressing up as the soldiers and nurses! - Ms P. Norton
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GEOGRAPHY
The Geography Department
has been busy! The 4th Year
groups have completed
fieldwork in Powerscourt
Demesne, Co. Wicklow. 1st
Years enjoyed a trip to Airfield Farm in Dundrum.
There, they explored primary economic activities and
even met some farmanimals!
The 6th Years visited Glen-

dalough to complete their
compulsory fieldwork component; a study of geomorphic processes in Lugduff Brook. The weather was
stunning and Glendalough
provided a beautiful backdrop to the field study. Congrats to the students for
their professional approach
and our gratitude also to our
assistants on the day; Ms C.
Ryan and Ms. A. Walsh.

MATHS WEEK WINNERS
First years Maths Quiz Winners
First Place: Table 5 — Grace, Aoife, Aoibhe, Alana. Second Place: Table 7 –Lauren, Alhena,
Connie, Ciara. Third Place: Table 20 – Julie,
Christina, Jessica, Lahita.
TY Maths Week Sticker Competition.
First Place:
Ella McGarry
Place: Jade O’ Shaughnessy 4L.

4R.

Second

Senior Winners: Amy Walsh, Candy Bei, Alice
Treacy
Runners Up: Emma Walsh, Sarah McMahon,
Rosie McCullough, Athaliah Fubara.

GAISCE
Congratulations to 5th year students who received their Bronze Gaisce Awards earlier this
term. Students took up the challenge during
TY. Huge congratulations.
Eva Himpers, Stephanie Halligan, Sophie
Coffey, Aifric O'Donnell, Abbie Field, Sadbh
Brennan, Rachel Smyth, Caoimhe O'Shea, Kate
Crowley, Ailsing O'Kelly, Ciara Daly and
Sinead Tyrell.
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COOKERY CLUB & 2ND YEAR HOME EC
Cookery club has been a huge success again this year. Students from 1st year have been creating a range of dishes from
soup and brown bread to cookies and smoothies. Cookery club
runs from 4.15-5.45 each Monday and Tuesday for 8 weeks
from September to November and then 8 weeks from January
to March.
2nd year Home Economics:
The annual 2nd year Breakfast Buffet took place in early October. Second year Home Economics students prepared a range
of breakfast options including smoothies, pancakes and
French toast. The best part is always sitting down with classmates and enjoying the variety of foods.

“to encourage all students to take part and get creative”

THE GREAT BOOK BAKE OFF
As part of the infamous Readers’ and
Writers’ week in Loreto Foxrock, the
Home Economics department run a competition to encourage all students to take
part and get creative by designing and
making a cupcake or cake of their choice
inspired by a character, theme, book or
film. Well done to all who entered!
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TY HOCKEY UMPIRING COURSE
On Wednesday the 17th of October, Carol Metchette, an
Olympic and World Cup hockey referee came to the school
to complete an umpiring course with all TY hockey students. TY students from Loreto Balbriggan and Loreto Bray
also travelled to the school to complete this course. In the
concert hall, we arrived at 9 o’clock and began. Carol began
by introducing herself and told us about her achievements
as an umpire. Carol has umpired in the Olympic games, the
hockey world cup, international level, club level and school
level. She then went on to become a video umpire, and now
trains other video umpires.
We then started to talk about all of the confusing and important rules in hockey. We all learnt new rules that as
hockey players we weren’t even sure about. We learnt the
different signals for things such as short corners, long corners, different fouls and strokes. We also learnt the different ways you can win these things.
Overall the day was a great experience with lots of new information learnt throughout the day.
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GAELIC REFEREEING AND COACHING COURSE
On Thursday 11th of October, Elaine from LGFA came to our
school to do a course with us on coaching and refereeing Gaelic football. We all met in the sports hall gym at 9.00 that
morning to begin the day. Elaine had a PowerPoint presentation
on refereeing and coaching. She included fun, active games so
that we were engaged the whole time.
We were given booklets by Elaine including the rules and signals
called by the referee in a Gaelic match. She then told us the key
points to making a training session enjoyable for the players,
which included changing it up every time, showing demonstrations and keeping them active. After we learned all the ways in
which we can make a training session likable and hardworking,
we were put into groups and given a warmup and two drills. We
went out to the pitch and each group had 10 minutes to coach
everyone else, keeping Elaine’s tips and advice in mind. After
each group was successful in their coaching, we went back to the
gym. We were told that we would have to organize a blitz for the
first year Gaelic players and each of us were given a role, including event manager, referees and coaches.
Overall the day was very helpful and all who attended thoroughly
enjoyed it. We are all very excited for the blitz to happen.
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SENIOR A SQUAD WIN
After the success of the Senior A squad winning the Leinster Senior Cup last year, we were invited to participate in the
Leahy Cup, hosted by Crescent College in County Limerick.
Ms. Brock kindly organised sponsorship to allow us to get new jumpers, jerseys and water bottles which we received on
Thursday. We travelled by bus as a team with Brendan and Yvonne to the Radisson Blu hotel in Limerick. Along the way we
stopped at the Barack Obama plaza. We arrived at the hotel with just enough time to check in and drop our bags off to our
rooms before having a team dinner in the hotel which was booked for 7 o’clock. After dinner we had a team meeting
where we had video analysis of our previous game against St Gerard's. When this was finished, we headed to bed to get a
good night's sleep before the busy day ahead.
We woke up at 8 on Friday morning and headed down for breakfast at 8:30. The bus collected us from the hotel at 9:00 to
take us to Crescent College. Our warmup for our first game against Kilkenny College began at 9:30, with the game beginning at 10. This game ended at 0-0 meaning it went to 1v1s, which we narrowly lost. We had a lot of time to recover before
our next game. Our lunch was at 12 in the school canteen. Warmup for the match against Mt. Anville at 1:30. The game
which began at 2:00 ended 1-1 after lots of determination shown by both sides, meaning it went to 1v1s again. Unfortunately, we lost these again. After this game we were finished for the day and got collected to go back to the hotel. We went
for a team swim in the hotel pool and then got ready for our evening out. Each Crescent College player hosted one player
from each of the opposing teams for dinner in their house. This was a really nice idea as it allowed everyone to make
friends and get to know their opposition. The parents of the Crescent players dropped everyone back to the hotel for 9:30.
After most rooms ordering a complimentary hot chocolate to their rooms, everyone went to bed as we had an even earlier
wake the next morning.
On Saturday morning we woke at 7:30 to be down for breakfast at 8:00. We checked out and we were collected from the
hotel with all our bags at 8:30. Our first game against Salerno at 9:30 ended very successfully with a 4-0 win. Another
match was played as we rested and waited for our second match to begin. This game against Crescent College was our
toughest yet. After an intense 20 minutes each side the game ended 3-3. This draw led to yet another round of 1v1s, where
we again lost. We had lunch in the school canteen where we waited to find out what the outcomes of the other games
were. Luckily for us, all the matches went in our favour, meaning we accumulated enough points to be in the final. We
went head to head with our rivals Kilkenny College. When the first half ended scoreless we went in to the second half with
even more determination to get a goal. When Eleanor got a goal, we only had to concentrate until the final whistle. We
jumped for joy when the umpire blew the final whistle. We were presented with the Leahy Cup by Jackie Leahy and our
captain, Caitlin, made a lovely speech. We took some photos and were collected to be taken home. We stopped off for
a well-earned McDonalds on the way and arrived back to the school at 9 0’clock, where Joanne and our parents greeted us.
Overall it was an amazing experience and even better to come home with the Leahy Cup in our hands.—Sarah Dillon TY
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