"If we winter this one out, we can summer
anywhere" - Seamus Heaney
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It seems so long ago since we were in school and all was normal. Thank you to our
Parent School Association and Joanne Brock who organised the annual dinner in Elm
Park. Thank you to our young musicians who entertained us at the beginning of the
evening. It was a wonderful event. Our after-dinner speakers Dr Young, Ruth
Crowe, Megan O’Neill and Cathy Culligan were inspiring in their words and leading
examples of pioneering STEM for young women in Ireland today.
Congratulations to the staff and students who were involved in preparing the
students for the Wesley Music Festival, the Emmanuel concert and Choirs for
Cancer. Thank you to our TY students who led the way in helping in a Primary
School sports event in the National Arena.
In early March we enjoyed the 5th year production of the Cripple of Inishmaan. It
was a phenomenal production; dark, full of wit and redemption at the end. The cast
and supporting crew were outstanding. It was an inaugural production for Aisling
O’Leary, Director and she was ably aided by a host of staff.
Now to where we are now! We are in strange and challenging times. Challenging
educationally and personally for us all. There have been frantic efforts behind the
scenes getting our remote learning off to a start. Please be patient with us as we all
adjust to our new situation. Staff and students are working hard.
I wish you all and safe and well & I leave you with the words of Brother Richard a
Capuchin priest who wrote a beautiful prayer or reflection called Lockdown:
Lockdown

Yes there is fear. Yes there is isolation. Yes there is panic buying. Yes there is
sickness. Yes there is even death.
But, They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise, You can hear the birds
again.
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet, The sky is no longer thick with fumes,
But blue and grey and clear.
They say that in the streets of Assisi, People are singing to each other, across the
empty squares,
keeping their windows open, so that those who are alone may hear the sounds of
family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland, Is offering free meals and delivery to
the housebound.
Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her number
through the neighbourhood So that the elders may have someone to call on.
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples are preparing to welcome
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality
To how big we really are. To how little control we really have.
To what really matters.
To Love.
So we pray and we remember that
Yes there is fear. But there does not have to be hate.
Yes there is isolation. But there does not have to be loneliness.
Yes there is panic buying. But there does not have to be meanness.
Yes there is sickness. But there does not have to be disease of the soul

Yes there is even death. But there can always be a rebirth of love.
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.
Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic
The birds are singing again, The sky is clearing, Spring is coming,
And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul And though you may not be able
to touch across the empty square,
Sing

Is Mise le Meas
Bernadette Prendiville
Principal

Foxrock Annual Dinner

The Foxrock Annual Dinner in Elm Park was another great success and a big
thank you to our fantastic Parents Association for all their hard work. We
welcomed back past pupils Megan O Neill, Cathy Culligan and Ruth Crowe
who spoke with Dr Karen Young on Women in Stem.

Wesley Music Festival

The Music students performed brilliantly at the Wesley Music Festival 2020.
Here are the results as follows:
Solo Singing Popular U16- Jessica Boyle (Highly Commended) & Millie Downes
(Highly Commended)
Solo Singing Classical U16 - Ava Hand (1st Class Honours)
Rock Band O15 - The Belle Flowers (1st Class Honours)
Piano Solo U14 - Elena Kelly (Highly Commended)
Solo Singing Popular U17 - KylaBelle McKinney - 1st Place
Own Performed Song - Eimear Brennan (1st Class Honours)
Solo Singing Classical U17 - Maria O' Connor (2nd Place)
Strings U14 - Lucy Mullins (Highly Commended) & Zoe Moore (1st Place)
Solo Singing Classical O17 - Aislinn Kelly (1st Class Honours)
Solo Singing Popular U14 - Jessica Forde (Very Highly Commended)

YOUNG CLASSICIST AWARD
The Classics department did in fact have some good news before the school closure. Many of the
Classical Studies students from 1st year to 5th year attended and competed in the new Young
Classicist Award in UCD (run by UCD and the Classical Association of Ireland-Teachers). They
were competing with 50 other projects from 10 different schools across the country, 200 in
attendance - this was the first year of the Award.

Two of the students from Foxrock won an Award for the Ancient Languages category. Polly
Buckley and Anastasia Papakosta from 4th year. Their project was titled "Herakles to Hercules" a comparison of the Disney Movie with the Ancient version featuring a video of Anastasia reading
some Ancient Greek from an Ancient Greek play.

Emmanuel Concert

Emmanuel concert.

This took place on Tuesday March 10 at the Helix. The choir consisting of
1st to 5th years took part. We had 2 soloists: Aislinn Kelly fro 5th and Kyla
Belle McKinney from TY. WE also had 2 presenters Margot Moore and
Charlotte Sims also from TY.
It was a joyful and uplifting day even in the midst of the uncertainty and
worry of the pandemic. We were joined by other schools from all around
Dublin on the day.
Many thanks to the whole Emmanuel Team, especially Grainne Clinton and
Ian Callanan.

PRIMARY SCHOOL ATHLETICS
On Thursday 27th March over 40 TY Students travelled to National Sports
Arena Indoor Athletics Track to help at the Primary Schools Athletics Competition
with over 30 primary schools taking part. Our TY girls helped at over a variety of
disciplines and area on the day and were commend for their hard work, enthusiasm
and maturity. Well done to all.

Choirs for Cancer

On Tuesday February 4 our Junior and Senior Choirs took part in this years UCD
Choirs for cancer. We were joined by 10 different choirs from all over Ireland to sing.
It was a beautiful and inspiring event we were all lucky to be a part of. Thank you to
Ms. Cashman and Ms O Shea for all their help and hard work.

The Cripple of Inishmaan

Sports Update

Another busy few months in the sports programme especially for our hockey
,basketball and U-14 gaelic teams
Hockey
Semi final Leinster premier league v Muckross-Hard luck to the Senior A team who
put in a magnificent performance but just lost out on sudden death 1 on 1 shuttles
after a 0-0 finish in the semi. The team have reached the final of the Loreto league.
Congratulations to the Junior A team on reaching the Leinster plate final v Andrewss.
The girls beat High school 3-1 in the semi final.
Congratulations also to the Senior B ,Junior B and C ,Minor B and 1st year B on
reaching the South Dublin finals. Hopefully we will get to play these matches before
the end of the school year.
Well done to Rebecca Carthy ,Lauren Hill and Aisling Mangan on their selection to the
Leinster U-16 training panel .
GAA
Congratulations to our U-14 Gaa team on reaching the ¼ final of the schools league
after two very comprehensive wins over Loreto Swords and Mt Anville. The girls
played some excellent football and hopefully will get the opportunity to continue the
league.

Basketball
Well done to our basketball coach Mr Mark Ingle who won the National super league
womens title with his club side DCU Mercy .
Both our Senior A and Cadette A teams have qualified for the Loreto finals Well done
girls.
Sports awards of the month March
Team of the month U-14 Gaelic team
Junior sports star of the month Rebecca Carthy Leinster U-16 hockey
Senior sports star of the month Erica Field Dublin U-16 Gaa Captain
I hope that everyone is keeping well and as active as possible ( while maintaining
physical distance at all times! ).
Stay safe everyone and hopefully see you all soon.

Congratulations to the following students who are the winners
of the March Sports Star of the month awards.
Junior Cycle - Rebecca Carthy
Senior Cycle - Erica Field
Team - U 14 GAA Team

To all our students please remember how important it is that we all do our bit. Social distancing works,
do not under estimate that effect it will have on fighting the spread of Covid 19.

Please keep an eye on our website and our twitter account @Foxrockloreto for
updates on any changes to school re opening.
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