
 
 

 

Ezine—Newsletter                                             Christmas Edition 

PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 
Dear Parents & Guardians 

I would like to congratulate the students and staff on a fantastic term in school.  Congratulations to 

Ms Cashman and the performers who entertained us all with a magical production of ‘A night at 

the Musicals’ earlier in the term.  We have also enjoyed our Christmas concert and carol services 

where drama, choir and musical performances displayed the wonderful talents of our students.  

Thank you to the staff of the RE, Music and Drama departments.  Thank you also to our house-

keeping staff and the Parent School Association who give generously of their time and make these 

events so pleasant and enjoyable. 

Our class of 2018 have been acknowledged by UCD, Trinity College, DCU and the Naughton 

foundation for their wonderful achievements in the Leaving Certificate: 

Grace Hegarty received the entrance exhibition award in Trinity College 

Cathy Culligan is in receipt of the Naughton Scholarship,  

Roisin Downey and Ciara Treacy  - entrance scholars awards in DCU 

Ruth Crowe, Cathy Culligan, Elisa DePatoul, Emma Dunne, Aoife Colleran, Orla 

Golden, Niamh O’Dowd, Megan O’Neill, Niamh Sheehan and Molly Taylor –  

Entrance Scholars awards UCD. 

 

All of the above students achieved in excess of 550 points in their Leaving Certificate.  STEM 

(science, technology, engineering & maths) subjects are very well represented in the group and I 

believe six past pupils of the school are now studying in 1st year engineering in UCD.  

Wishing all our students, parents, guardians and staff a very happy Christmas and New Year.  May 

the blessings of God be with you all over the festive season.   

‘….may we welcome in the Baby Jesus the love of God made man for us. And may we commit 

ourselves, with the help of his grace, to making our world more human and more worthy for the 

children of today and of the future.’ 

Pope Francis – 2018. 
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EMBER TEAM NEWS 

The Ember Team have been working hard this term. We have organised a few activities relevant to this term’s holidays 

and festivities. At the start of November we finished our Gratitude Tree project, which we had started working on dur-

ing October.  Students and staff each wrote one thing that they were grateful for on a leaf. We stuck these colourful 

leaves on our previously made tree. The decorative tree reminds us to be thankful for what we already have and encour-

ages us to look towards the future with hope. 

This November we also wanted to take some time to think about our loved ones who had passed away. We decorated 

our sacred spaces around the school to suit this time. Students had the opportunity to make butterflies to decorate these 

areas as a part of ‘In November We Remember’.  

Christmas time is very special to our school. In the lead up to the Christmas holidays we have helped decorate the 

school and participated in certain school traditions. We set up a Jesse Tree as well as decorating other areas around the 

school. We helped with the school’s yearly carol service by operating the lighting and other stage effects. Each class 

was asked to donate a hamper to SVP to help families that are struggling during this time of the year. The food, toys, 

toiletries and other necessary products that we donated were distributed between 45 families. It was great to be able to 

speak to the SVP volunteers and learn more about the work they do and the families they help. We have enjoyed all the 

work we’ve done so far this year and we’re all excited for future projects in the New Year. 

Ember Team: Hannah Conway Kenny, Amy Davis, Sarah Farrell, Inez Gadula, Julie Grimes, Emma McLean, Aoife 

Taylor, Nicole Tracey . 

                                                    The Christmas Crib at Loreto College Foxrock 



 

On Tuesday the 11th of December all TY students took 

part in the annual Christmas Fair. Each group came up 

with an item or service to sell to the rest of the school. 

It was a great experience for all students involved and 

for the rest of the school as they got a taste of our 

innovative products! We applied our business, team-

work and leadership skills.  4R.  

 

THE LIBRARY AT CHRISTMAS IN LORETO      
COLLEGE  FOXROCK 

       THE CHRISTMAS FAIR 
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On 11th December, musicians across all year groups 

performed as part of our Annual Christmas Concert in 

the Concert Hall. Well done to all choir members, 

string ensemble members, flute ensemble performers, 

traditional musicians, ukulele players, soloists, duets 

and group performers who entertained us on the night. 

It was a very enjoyable evening full of musical variety.  

AN EVENING AT THE 
MUSICALS 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Congratulations to all 

our singers who per-

formed on 21st and 

22nd November 2018 

at 'An Evening at the 

Musicals'. Solo, duets, 

trios and chorus num-

bers were performed 

on stage from a selec-

tion of well known 

musicals. It was a very 

enjoyable evening. 

 A special thanks to 

the social committee, 

music students and the 

Parents Association 

who helped make the 

evening a success.   
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

This year Loreto College Foxrock girls managed 

to collect over 145 boxes for their annual shoe-

box appeal. These boxes are full of presents for 

boys and girls from disadvantaged families.  

 

The generosity was outstanding and this huge 

effort will go a long way in making many boys 

and girls happy this Christmas.  Congratulations 

to Ms Molloy’s 1st year students who brought in 

the most boxes. 

 

Thanks also to the organisers of the campaign 3 

Poyntz CSPE and to their teacher Ms. Regan.  

INSIDE STORY 
HEADLINE 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your 

newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of 

context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose 

and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near the image. 

INSIDE STORY HEADLINE 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a 

promotional tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing materials, 

such as press releases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a successful newsletter 

is making it useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your 

newsletter is to develop and write your 

own articles, or include a calendar of 

upcoming events or a special offer that 

promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your articles 

short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your Web 

site. Microsoft Publisher offers a simple 

way to convert your newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when you’re finished 

writing your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

 

CSPE CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL.    
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SCIENCE WEEK 

This year’s Science week was a fantastic week for students from first 

year to sixth year. There were many activities taking place during the 

week.  

On Monday, there was a scavenger hunt for all first year students 

around the school. It was good fun for all who participated. 

On Tuesday, first year students participated in a science club at lunch 

time, where they made elephant toothpaste. It was a great opportunity 

for them to learn more about science and make friends. 

Animal magic took place on Wednesday for all first and second years 

in the concert hall. There were a variety of animals brought into the 

school ranging from a barn owl to a python. The students had great fun. 

All students were welcomed to deadly dissections on Thursday. Lungs, 

hearts, eyes and a rat were dissected. 

The senior quiz took place on Friday. Teams of threes were formed and 

they selected science names for their teams. The quiz consisted of four 

sections; biology, physics, chemistry and famous people in science. 

Congratulations to the two winning teams. 

By Gina Sun and Clodagh Walsh 

INSIDE STORY 
HEADLINE 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotional tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing materials, such as press releases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter might be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a successful newsletter is making it useful to your readers.  

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter is to develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar of upcoming events or a special offer that promotes a 

new product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” articles by accessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety of topics but try to keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your newsletter can also be used for your Web site. 

Microsoft Publisher offers a simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when you’re finished writing your newsletter, convert it to a Web site 

and post it. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

This year Loreto College Foxrock girls from Transition 

Year (group 4R) completed a six week module in Junk 

Kouture - Foxrock style. The students worked in teams 

of  two or three brainstormed, designed and made a 

complete outfit inspired from discarded rubbish. Well 

done to all the girls who participated. There was a great 

selection of fashion on display.  

 TY FASHION 

 

JUNK KOUTURE AT FOXROCK 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Our first motion was 'La tecnología nos hace más estúpido' (technology makes us 

stupider). We were against the motion, and I have to admit that it was not easy to find 4 

points that we could discuss. It was also difficult to think of counter arguments for the 

rebuttal. The day of the debate came, and it was absolutely terrifying.  

Síofra, our Captain, introduced us and summarised our points brilliantly. Alice spoke 

like a native, and Kate's presentation was perfect. During the rebuttal, I had to speak or 

we would not receive points. Fortunately, I spoke even though I stammered. At the end 

of it all, we won the debate. 

The next debate took place at Loreto on the Green. The motion was definitely much 

easier than the last one: 'Es demasiado tarde para salvar el planeta' (It is too late to save 

the planet). Arguing in favour of the motion, we discussed the rising sea levels, the 

overuse of plastics, and the countries that dropped out of the Paris Agreement. We the 

debate at the end of the night. Our next motion was: 'Toda la policía irlandesa debe 

llevar pistolas' (All Irish police should carry guns). Arguing in favour of the motion 

was difficult. We discussed how guns should be used in specific circumstances, and 

how guns could protect the police themselves. Although we lost the debate, we would 

proceed to the semi finals of the Silver Plate. We all agreed that the motion for our last 

debate was odd, and not as controversial and exciting as the last motions. It was: 'Las 

humanidades son más importantes que las ciencias' (humanities are more important 

than the sciences). We were once again, in favour of the motion. Before the debate, we 

went into a pact that we would wear the fancy blazers to the finals, if we won the semi-

finals. 

 After the debate, we got a chance to talk to the other teams while we were having re-

freshments. After 30 minutes of the deliberations, the judges announced that we were 

going to the finals! Although we were beaming, I certainly wasn't looking forward to 

wearing a blazer. We all agreed that our Spanish had improved  hugely. The finals will 

take place at Institutio Cervantes on January 16th. Qué tengamos éxito! 

INSIDE STORY HEADLINE 

SPANISH DEBATING 
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What do we do? 

Help students to develop public speaking confidence, an ability to think 

on their feet and become aware of important ideas and issues in our 

world. An added bonus is making friends from outside your class and 

year group! 

When do we meet? 

Every Tuesday lunchtime in Room A1. Bring your lunch and join the 

debate! 

Who can join? 

Anyone from 1st to 6th Year can get involved. All are welcome! 

Debating Captains 

Congratulations to Maria O’Connor and 

Isabel O’Keeffe in TY who are our De-

bating Captains for 2018-19. Both girls 

have been involved in the society since 

1st Year, competing at all levels since 

they joined. We wish the girls every suc-

cess for the year ahead.  

External Competitions 

Junior teams have competed in the three 

preliminary rounds of the UCD Junior 

Schools competition – we await the new 

year to see whether Mitra Javadpour and 

Ciara Eyre (2nd Year) and Aimee 

O’Neill and Andreea Crowe (3rd Year) 

will have made it to the knock out stages. 

Good luck must go to Mitra and Ciara 

and Hannah McDonald and Kate Stan-

way (2nd Year) who are competing in the 

International Competition for Young 

Debaters and the Castleknock Mace re-

spectively in January. 

Two Senior Teams entered the Leinster 

Schools’ Debating Competition which is 

jointly run by TCD and UCD. For Maria 

O’Connor and Isabel O’Keeffe (TY) this 

was their first foray into the world of 

Senior debates – so too for our two 6th 

Years Anna Geraghty and Alice Treacy 

who placed 2nd in their debate on forcing 

state-funded institutions to adopt a 

secular ethos.  

Inter-Loreto Competitions 

Congratulations to our four Junior 

Speakers Mitra Javadpour and Ciara Eyre 

(2nd Year) and Mya Madigan and Emma 

O’Carolan (1st Year) who will travel to 

Loreto Crumlin on January 11th to 

represent Foxrock in the Inter-Loreto 

Junior Debating Competition. The girls 

will have two motions prepared in ad-

vance and will have to prepare a third 

unseen motion on the day. We wish the 

girls every success. 

Congratulations to Jodie Carter (5th 

Year), Isabel O’Keeffe, Maria O’Connor 

and Anna Fitzpatrick who will travel to 

Loreto Clonmel on January 18th to repre-

sent Foxrock in the Inter-Loreto Senior 

Debating Competition. For Anna and 

Jodie, this will be their first competitive 

debating day so we wish them the best of 

luck. 

LORETO FOXROCK DEBATING SOCIETY 

           ALL ABOUT THE COMPETITIONS 
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WORKSHOPS, PAST PUPIL SUCCESSS & CALL 
FOR SENIOR MEMBERS 

Workshops 

In January, 12 speakers from TY, 5th Year and 6th Years have signed up to 

the ‘PhilSpeaks’ debating workshop. Run over one day by the prestigious 

Philosophical Society in Trinity College (the world’s oldest debating society), 

inter-varsity debaters train secondary school students in the art of public 

speaking, debating and critical thinking. A small number of students have also 

signed up to a competitive weekend and the Pro-Am where our students will 

be paired with a university debater and will compete. 

Past Pupil Success 

Our debating society has seen many of its members continue their debating 

careers in university, competing nationally and internationally and using the 

skills they developed in school in their subsequent careers. 

Recently we were delighted to learn that one of our former members, Aisling 

O’Boyle (Class of 2014) has been appointed as the UN Youth Delegate for 

Ireland. Aisling has been a firm supporter of our Inter-Loreto competition and 

has returned to adjudicate in the competition where she has given the benefit 

of her experience to Loreto students. We wish Aisling every success in her 

year at the UN. 

We were also delighted to hear from our former Debates Captain Christine 

Feng (Class of 2018) who contacted us to say that she is now studying politics 

and government in Sciences-Po University in Paris. To those who are thinking 

of trying debating she offers this thought: “It has guided me through my 

academic and personal life…. I believe it was really through debating that I 

developed an interest in what was happening in the world, and learned to think 

critically and organise my thoughts in a coherent manner.”  

 

Call for Senior Members 

We have been disappointed this year that so few Senior students have got 

involved in the society. We would love to see TY and 5th Year students in 

particular get involved – we know you have lots of opinions and ideas and 

we’d love to hear them! 

For those of you who want to gain some confidence, don’t let fear stop you 

coming in to us in Room A1. For those of you interested in a career in law, 

come and learn how to make and defend a case. And for those of you who 

think it’s important that young people’s opinions are heard – come join us! 

 
 



 

LORETO FOXROCK PAST PUPIL SUCCESS 

  

Congratulations to Ciara Treacy and Roisin Downey for winning 

Academic Scholarships to DCU and to Grace Hegarty who won 

an Academic Scholarship to Trinity College Dublin and congrat-

ulations to Ruth Crowe, Cathy Culligan, Elisa DePatoul, Emma 

Dunne, Aoife Colleran, Orla Golden, Niamh O’Dowd, Megan 

O’Neill, Niamh Sheehan and Molly Taylor on their Entrance 

Scholars awards UCD. 

 

 

 

                                      Loreto College Foxrock 

T: +353 (0)1 289 5637 

F: +353 (0)1 289 2492  

E: ADMIN@LORETOFOXROCK.IE 
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